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In the Darkness of the Night

l. Overall Intro to N7w'1: Yaakov Enters a World of Ambiguity

e (Contact
e Posture
e Angel

e Reunion

e Aftermath
e Double Name Change
e Shimon, Levi and Shechem

Il. Focus on One Event: Yaakov’s Struggle with the Angel
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23 And he got up that night, and took his two wives, and his two handmaids, and his eleven
children, and passed over the ford of the Yabbok. 24 And he took them, and crossed them over
the stream, and crossed over that which he had. 25 And Yaacov was left alone; and a man
wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 26 And when he saw that he could not
overcome him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Yaakov's thigh was
strained, as he wrestled with him. 27 And he said: 'Let me go, for the dawn has broken.' And he

said: 'l will not let you go, unless you bless me.' 28 And he said unto him: 'What is your name?'
And he said: 'Yaacov.' 29 And he said: No longer will it be said that your name is Yaacov, but
Israel; for you have striven with God and with man, and have overcome.'

e Why does Yaakov awaken in the middle of the night?
e What is he doing at that point?
e Why is Yaakov left alone?
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e Who is the strange man that appears out of nowhere to struggle with Yaakov?

e What messages emerge from this struggle?

e What s the significance of Yaakov’s name change and why doesn’t it “stick”?

e What Jewish law of kashrut finds its roots in this struggle? What exactly does the
prohibition involved convey?

A. Actions in the Middle of the Night
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He crossed the river at night because he intended to flee in different direction, to avoid a
meeting with Esav. We find that David did something similar when he was fleeing from his son
Avshalom.
Other option: Reassessing Strategies

B. Why Does Yaakov Find Himself Alone?
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But in line with the plain meaning of Scripture... He returned [to his camp after ferrying his
family across], and he commanded that all others pass over the brook before him, and so he
remained behind them.
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Rabbi Elazar says: The reason Yaakov remained alone was that he remained to collect some
small pitchers that had been left behind. From here it is derived that the possessions of the
righteous are dearer to them than their bodies. And why do they care so much about their
possessions? It is because they do not stretch out their hands to partake of stolen property.
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He had forgotten some small jars and he returned for them
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Rabbi Chunya said, "He appeared to him in the image of a shepherd. This one had a flock and

this one had a flock. This one had camels, and this one had camels. He said to him, "Take across
what is yours, and after that, | will take across what is mine." Yaakov, our father, took across
what was his, and said, "Let us return and let us see, lest we forgot something." After he
returned, "a man wrestled with him"

For Discussion:

e Vulnerable when alone

e Prohibition of nwan T punishment for leaving Yaakov alone (D71 NyT)
e Eternal challenge: weighing risks and benefits

e What does second version of Midrash add?

C. Who is the Stranger?
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Rabbi Chama bar Chanina said, "He was the ministering angel of Esav.
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The purport of this Midrash is that this entire event constitutes a hint to his generations,
indicating that there will be a generation from the seed of Yaakov against whom Esav [Rome]
will prevail to the extent of almost uprooting his seed...

For Discussion:

e What other possible explanations might there be for this struggle?

e Why would a struggle with Esav’s angel be necessary on the night before the brother’s
meeting?

e How might the meaning of the struggle depend on Yaakov’s actions in the night?

e Why is the significance of Yaakov’s name-change? Why doesn’t it “stick”?
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D. The Aftermath
27 719 N'wUNIA
02 NPT NRIX 7V 79 Inpan INRP7 1wy Y (T)
4 And Esav ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him; and they

wept.
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12 And he said: 'Let us journey, and go, and | will go alongside you.' 13And he said to him: 'My

lord knows that the children are tender, and the nursing flocks and cattle are upon me; and if
they are driven hard for a single day, all the flocks will die. 14 Let my lord, | pray you, go ahead
of his servant; and | make my way at my slow pace, according to the pace the drove before me
and according to the pace of the children, until | come to my lord at Seir.' 15 And Esav said: 'Let
me, | pray you, assign to you some of the people who are with me.' And he said: To what
purpose? Let me just find favour in my Lord’s eyes.' 16 And Esav started back that day on his
way towards Seir. 17 And Yaakov journeyed to Succot, and built himself a house, and for his
livestock he made shelters; he, therefore, called the name of the place Succot.
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1 God said to Yaakov, “Arise, go up to Bethel and remain there; and build an altar there to the

God who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esav.”...

9 And God appeared unto Yaakov again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed
him. 10 And God said unto him: 'Your name is Yaakov: your name shall no longer be called
Yaakov, but Israel shall be your name'; and He called his name Israel.



